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Summary Information

Repository: Grand Rapids History Center
Creator: DeVore, James A.
Creator: DeVore, Mary Adele Pressey
Title: Diary of Dr. James A. DeVore and Mary Adele Pressey DeVore
ID: collection 525
Date [inclusive]: 1877-1880
Physical .25 Linear Feet 1 box
Description:
Language of the English .
Material:
Abstract: James Alexander DeVore (1853-1926), who became a well

known Grand Rapids, Michigan physician and his wife, Mary
Adele Pressey DeVore (1850-1927), co-authored a diary in
1877. At the time they had been married less than a year

and James was completing medical school at the Cincinnati
College of Medicine and Surgery. James and Adele settled in
West Michigan in 1878 and later had two children; Elwin and
Ethelyn. James began the DeVore Hospital and Sanitarium in
1902. Family researchers interested in the DeVore and Pressey
families or those researching early Grand Rapids, Michigan
physicians and hospitals may find this of use.
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Biographical / Historical

James Alexander DeVore was born in Lansing, New York, in 1853 to William DeVore
(1821-1898) and Lucy Pressey DeVore (1819-1879). In September of 1876 James married
his first cousin, Mary Adele Pressey. Adele, as she was called, was born in 1850, in Cayuga
County, New York to William Cooper Pressey (1817-1872) and Mary Gallup Austin
(1817-1900).

James graduated from the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, Cincinnati, Ohio in
1877. After less than a year of medical practice in Auburn, N.Y. he and Adele relocated to
Freeport, in Barry County, Michigan in 1878. It was here that their first child Elwin Austin
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DeVore was born in 1880. A daughter, Ethelyn A, followed in 1884. The family moved to
Grand Rapids, Michigan in 1887.

Adele and James divorced in 1899 and the following year James married Frances Sanborn
(1870-1937). In 1902 he bought 421 Clancy Street and it became the family's residence as

well as the DeVore Hospital and Sanitarium. A respected institution, the hospital grew and
additions were added over the years. In the mid 1920s DeVore was in the process of converting
the hospital into apartments, as a future source of income for his wife. He died in 1926 before
he could complete the project. Frances remained there until her death in 1937. Both James and
Frances are buried in Grand Rapids, in Fairplains Cemetery.

After Adele and James divorced, Adele did not remarry. She remained in Grand Rapids until
her daughter Ethelyn married William Wallace Odell in 1907. Adele moved with them to
Spokane, WA, eventually returning to New England around 1916. She died in Syracuse, New
York in 1927 and is buried in Moravia, New York.

Biographical and historical content for the finding aid notes were gathered from the collection
itself, The Grand Rapids Press and AncestryLibrary.
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Content Description

This small collection includes a daily diary written by James A. DeVore and his wife, Mary
Adele DeVore, in 1877, during the first full year of their marriage. Also included in the
collection is a portrait of James and Adele with their first child, Elwin Austin DeVore.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Grand Rapids History Center

Grand Rapids Public Library
111 Library Street NE

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
Business Number: 616-988-5497
localhis@grpl.org
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Immediate Source of Acquisition

Donated by Joy Saams, friend of Mary Adele Odell (1912-1907), who is the grandaughter of
Mary Adele (Pressey) DeVore; 2024.031

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open and available for researcher use.
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Controlled Access Headings

*  Kent County (Mich.) -- Genealogy
. Kent County (Mich.) -- History
+  Physicians -- Michigan -- Grand Rapids

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances
Diary, 1877 Box 1 Folder 1
Family portrait; James, Adele and Elwin DeVore, 1880 Box 1 Folder 2
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