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Summary Information

Repository Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids History and Special
Collections Department

Title Palmer School Building Story Slides

Date [inclusive] 1953-1954

Extent 1.0 Linear feet

Language English

Abstract This collection of slides documents the building of the new Palmer

School from 1953-1954. Included are images of the construction of the
school, classrooms, teachers, and events surrounding the dedication of the
building.
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Biographical/Historical note

The original Palmer School was built in 1893 at the corner of Palmer Avenue and L afayette Street. It
contained eight rooms, with space for 400 students. In 1953, as part of the Board of Education's Support
our Schools (S.0.S) building program, the original school building was demolished, as were houses that
faced Ann and Palmer streets, to make way for the new school building. Construction on the new Palmer
School began in 1953 and was designed by architect James K. Haveman. The school opened in the spring
of 1954. This collection of slides documents the story of the building of the new Palmer School.

Scope and Contents note

The Palmer School Building Story Slides collection contains over 150 slides documenting the building of
the new Palmer School in 1953-1954. Along with images of the construction phases of the building are
images of students, teachers, P.T.A. Groups, and classroom activities.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids History and Special Collections Department May 2014

Controlled Access Headings

Geographic Name(s)

e Grand Rapids (Mich.) -- History -- 20th Century
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Subject(s)

* Buildings-- Michigan -- Grand Rapids -- Photographs
» Education -- Michigan -- Grand Rapids -- History
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Collection Inventory

Box Slide

The Palmer Story 1 1
Cast of Characters 1 2
Photography 1 3
Introduction 1 4
The Beginning 1 5
New School Palmer 1 7
Old Palmer Razed 1 8
Old Palmer 1 9
Scale Model 1 10
View Scale Model 1 11
Superintendent and Assistant 1 12

1 13

Mr. Buikema
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Mr. Pylman

Planning

Studying Blueprints

Planning Group

Cornerstone

Mrs. Kedler

1953 Cornerstone
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Construction

Construction

Construction

Construction

Construction

Construction
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Keeping Wagons Hitched
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Workmen

Workmen
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Floor
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Kindergarten-Grade 4 In

New School

New School

New School

New School

New School

New School

New School

New School

Partition Down
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Moving 1 99
Moving 1 100
Moving 1 101
Moving 1 102
First Morning Together 1 103
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New School 1 109
Thrill to have stage 1 110
Dramatizations 1 111
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Dramatizations
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Informal Coffee Group 1 127
The Office 1 128
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