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Summary Information

Repository: Grand Rapids History and Special Collections

Creator: Hellenic Horizons (Grand Rapids, Mich.)

Title: Hellenic Horizons, the Greek American history of Grand Rapids,
Michigan collection

ID: Collection 277

ID [Archivists
Toolkit

Database::RESOURCE]:

285

Date: no date

Physical
Description:

8.5 Linear Feet 29 boxes 

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: Hellenic Horizons was incorporated in 1979 to celebrate Greek
heritage in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The group produced an
exhibit at the Grand Rapids Public Museum, "Greek-American
Family: Continuity through Change", and a booklet, "Grand
Rapids Greek Heritage." This collection includes historical
images gathered for the projects, as well as project files, oral
histories and ephemera. Some material also represents the
larger Michigan Greek community. Records from Hellenic
Horizons date from the 1960s to 1980s, while the historical
material documents the Greek community in Grand Rapids from
the 19th and 20th centuries.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

The 1890s saw the first Greek family come to the Grand Rapids area. Peter Smirlis was the
bootblack who began the influx of Greeks into the Grand Rapids, by having new immigrants
sent to this Michigan community straight from Ellis Island for his employ. The community grew
slowly, and in 1925 they felt established enough to begin the process of creating a local Greek
Orthodox Church. The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church then became the center of their
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community and remains so today. Dinners, worship and name day celebrations kept the Greek
community close and centered around the Church.

Throughout the years different Greek organizations were created to preserve the Greek
culture from total Americanization. One such group, Hellenic Horizons, was created in 1979.
The purpose of this group was to give Greeks cultural events to attend and to enlighten non-
Greeks to the rich culture that the Greeks have. In 1982 Hellenic Horizons, funded by the
National Endowment for the Humanities, created an exhibit called "Greek-American Family:
Continuity through Change" for the Grand Rapids Public Museum. This exhibit was a collection
of the heritage of the Greek community in Grand Rapids. The exhibit ran at the Grand Rapids
museum from September 19, 1982 – January 7, 1983, and then traveled to other venues around
the nation.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

Included in this collection are historical church documents from Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church, such as meeting minutes and fliers for many different social events.

Documents from the group cover the time period of 1960s to the 1980s, while the historical
material documents the Greek community in Grand Rapids and its roots and affiliations from
the 19th and 20th centuries. Historical images gathered for these projects are represented
through negatives, 4x5 contact prints and also 8x10 prints. Along with this information, one
of the largest oral history collections, over 110 hours of tape, was gathered and is a part of
this collection, Also, a booklet, "Grand Rapids Greek Heritage" was compiled and edited by
Paul N. Chardoul was published on the 60th anniversary of the Grand Rapids Greek Orthodox
Community, November 9, 1986. This is a wonderful general source that summarizes what is
contained in this collection.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Grand Rapids History and Special Collections

111 Library Street NE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
localhis@grpl.org

mailto:localhis@grpl.org
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URL: https://www.grpl.org/research/history/

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Hellenic Horizons, Andreas Fotias or Paul Chardoul; GR Public Museum; Steven Frangos and
Gordon Olson.

Accession numbers: 00.[159].1-2; 1982.483; 1982.483a; 1986.447; 2006.029

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
Coll. 185, GRPL Michigan Room Copy Photo Collection. 185-3-59 has image of St. Nicholas
Church School, which may have been taken from an image also in this collection.

Coll. 326, Colorama Studio Collection, contains images of Gerald Ford with members of the
Greek community.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Immigrants -- Michigan -- Grand Rapids -- History
• Grand Rapids (Mich.) -- History
• Greek Americans -- Michigan -- Grand Rapids -- History
• Greek Americans -- Michigan -- Grand Rapids -- History
• oral histories
• records (documents)

Collection Inventory

Series I. Hellanic Horizons Organization Documents
Title/Description Instances

https://www.grpl.org/research/history/
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[Hellenic Horizons, 1 page summary ca. 1979, including
Incorporators, first Board of Directors, Officers and Purpose.

Box 1 Folder 1

Incorporation Documents, June 19, 1979. Box 1 Folder 2

By-Laws, May 17, 1979. Box 1 Folder 3

Blue Annual Report, Fiscal Yr. 1980. Box 1 Folder 4

Yellow Organization Flier, ca. 1982. Box 1 Folder 5

Unused organization stationary, envelops, one 1982
membership application form.

Box 1 Folder 6

Misc. mailing information. Box 1 Folder 7

Minutes
Title/Description Instances

1978-Jan. 1979 Pre-incorporation Meeting minutes Box 1 Folder 8

1979 Box 1 Folder 9

1980 Box 1 Folder 10

1981 Box 1 Folder 11

Correspondence
Title/Description Instances

ca. May 1979-May 1981, with misc. accompanying items Box 1 Folder 12

Program Information
Title/Description Instances

Nicolas Constantinidis, (blind) pianist concert and other
activities. April 1980. Including tickets, fliers, etc.

Box 1 Folder 13

Harry Mark Petrakis, Story-teller, Mar. 22-23, 1981. Box 1 Folder 14

A China Experience / by Vivian Hampers, See also Oral
Histories by Hampers.

Box 1 Folder 15

Grants and Funding Documentation
Title/Description Instances

Michigan Foundation for the Arts, RE Constantinidis
"Artist in Residence" program. Includes proposal,
personal, schedule, correspondence, label text, clippings,
Hellenic Membership List 1982,

Box 1 Folder 16

Notes from Minutes folder on NEA grant. Box 1 Folder 17

Publications.
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NEA Documents file, for the Grand Rapids Public Museum Exhibit
"Greek-American Family: Continuity through Change, Sept. 19, 1982-
Jan. 7, 1983, Paul N. Chardoul, Project Director.

Title/Description Instances

p. 1-50 Box 1.5 Folder 1

p. 51-101 Box 1.5 Folder 2

p. 102-150 Box 1.5 Folder 3

p. 151-201 Box 1.5 Folder 4

p. 202-224 Box 1.5 Folder 5

misc. NEH documents including sample proposal,
acceptance letter, NEH guidelines, etc.

Box 1.5

Hellenic Horizons News Bulletin, Oct. 1979-Oct. 1982.
Issue numbering irregular; may be incomplete. Includes
two newspaper clippings and "A China Experience" by
Vivian Hampers.

Box 2 Folder 1

Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage / compiled and edited by Paul N.
Chardoul. Publ. by Hellenic Horizons on the occasion of the 69th
Anniversary of the Grand Rapids Greek orthodox Community, NO. 9,
1986. NEA.

Title/Description Instances

Material for the Printer Box 2 Folder 2

[Rough text material] Box 2 Folder 3

Bids and Manuscripts Box 2 Folder 4

Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage. Final publication (2) See
a third copy at 277-4-.5. Marked Up copy to use as Image
index.

Box 2 Folder 5

50th Anniversary Holy Trinity, Greek Orthodox church,
1926-1976. Publication + misc. notes

Box 2 Folder 6

Photocopy of 50th Anniversary Holy Trinity, Greek
Orthodox church, 1926-1976.

Box 27

By-Laws of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Mar. 1st, 1966.

Box 2 Folder 7

Articles of Assoc. and other incorporation documents for
Holy Trinity, 1928-1982 [photocopies]

Box 2 Folder 8

Communications Directory, 1982-1984 / Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of N.& S.America. [No Grand Rapids or West
Michigan listings]

Box 2 Folder 9

General Information on Greece
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Box 2 Folder 10

2 photocopied sheets of Greek musical notations from
unidentified source.

Box 2 Folder 11

Daughters of Penelope, Senior Women's Auxiliary of the
Order of Ahepa. Membership Application form.

Box 2 Folder 12

Kendall School of Design. Portfolio. Ca. 1980, with
accompanying correspondence.

Box 2 Folder 13

Folk life & Fieldwork : a layman's introduction to field
techniques / prepared by Peter Bartis. Washington, D.C. :
American Folk life Center, Publ. #3, 1979.

Box 2 Folder 14

Clippings
Title/Description Instances

Cynthia Afendoulis (Cynthia Kay). Clipping. RE: WKZO-TV
"Accent" WZZM. GR Press(?), n.d.

Box 2 Folder 15

Golden Years. v. 3, no.3, Sept. 24, 1982. The Greek
American Family opens at the Public Museum.

Box 27

Grand Rapids Press. Sept. 18, 1982. "Telly" Lets Down
Greeks. Another unidentified copy or clipping on same
sheet.

Box 27

Grand Rapids Press. Sept. 19, 1982. Museum's Greek Show
Treated to an Opening Fit for a President. RE Gerald Ford.

Box 27

Grand Rapids Press. Supplement "Downtown" Oct. 1982. Box 27

"The Greek-American Heritage". Box 27

Greek Community of Michigan outside of Grand Rapids
Title/Description Instances

Greek Orthodox Community Saint James Church, Saginaw,
Michigan. Minute Books, 1937-1951. [In Greek, Photocopy
only]

Box 3 Folder 1

Midland, Michigan. Nicoletta and Alexander N. Rapanos
Family Record Collection [Discography of their 78 rpm
sound recordings] Dec. 1989.

Box 3 Folder 2

Audio Cassettes MT-GH065.1-2 Box X

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II. Exhibit Files
Title/Description Instances

Artifact Loan Agreements: including exhibit work schedule
and artifact list

Box 24
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Different Oral history documents including interview logs
and questions

Box 24

Reference Material
Title/Description Instances

Correspondence between Connie Chardoul and Jane
Cowan including a copy of "Women Sustain The
Community: Food, Feasts and Life-cycle Rituals in the
Grand Rapids Greek-American Community"

Box 24

Letters to Paul Chardoul Box 24

Letters from Paul Chardoul Box 24

Exhibit correspondence not including Chardoul Box 24

Hellenic Horizons display material: including clippings
and a program from a Detroit display

Box 24

Exhibit Travel Information Box 24

The Greek-American Family flier Box 24

Grand Rapids Exhibit layout Box 24

Grant proposal, schedule and application Box 24

Grant proposal from Madison, Wisconsin Box 24

Frangos manuscript pages Box 24

Exhibit schedules, floor plans, costs, and misc. Box 24

Slides from 50th Anniversary Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church

Box 25

Exhibit catalog cards Box 25

2 sets of Source lists for Historical Documents and
Artifacts: including articles

Box 25

Exhibit Catalog Source Material Box 25

Misc. reference and reference notes Box 25

Documents and Journal Articles
Title/Description Instances

Booklet inventory of a the building that once housed
"Washington Cleaners"

Box 26

Greek Unit in Ethnic Studies Process: Chicago, Ill. Box 26

Chapter on Greek Americans from "A comprehensive
Bibliography for the study of American Minorities"

Box 26

Politics and Sports: The Olympics Before World War II Box 26
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The Relationship of the Greek American to the Motherland Box 26

The Greek's Contribution to American Life Box 26

Article on Greece from the University of Cincinnati Box 26

Booklet on Oral History, written in Greek by Michael
Herzfeld c.a. 1974

Box 26

Booklet written in Greek by Michael Herzfeld c.a. 1969 Box 26

Lewis T. Karabatsos: resume and writings Box 26

Photocopies of Hellenic Images Box 26

Exhibit newspaper clippings Box 26

Misc. journal articles Box 26

Reference material and notes Box 26

Exhibit label reference material Box 26

Exhibit labels Box 26

label duplicates and other material for possible discard Box 26

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series III. Images.
Scope and Contents

A management database has been created to document specifics of the images in this collection. To
date, some 198 unique images have been documented for the collection. Most of these are copy images,
copies of written or typed documents, copies of family photographs, or copies of historical images which
represent Grand Rapids historically.

These images have been given a unique number by staff, and the same image number is used for a
positive print and for a negative, where found in the collection. Many of the lower number images have
been used in two publications found in Box 2 of this collection: Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage (See also
a copy at 277-4-.5 Marked Up copy to use as Image index) and 50th Anniversary Holy Trinity, Greek
Orthodox church, 1926-1976.

It is also possible that these same images or other images in this collection may have been used in other
publications found in this collection, or found elsewhere. These publications provide another positive
view and additional information. The can serve as indexes to the images, but using the image number
given near the image, to find the contact print or negative, for example.

Positive prints of images exist primarily as 4x5 contact prints. Some 8x10 photographic prints for the
same images exist in some cases. In some cases, only 8x10 prints may be found. Not all positive prints
have a copy negative in the collection. Most copy negatives are 4x5, located in Box 8. A few 35 mm,
negatives, and at least one 8x10 negative, are also found in the collection.
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Images of Gerald Ford with members of the Greek community can be found in Coll. 326, Colorama Studio
Collection.

Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage / compiled and edited by Paul N. Chardoul.
Prints are arranged in the order that they are found in the book. Use the
book as an index to the page no. This book is located in Box x, Folder x.

8x10 b/w Photos Used in "Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage" / Compiled and
edited by Paul N. Chardoul.

Title/Description Instances

Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage book, for use as index to
photographs. See other copies at 277-2-5

Box 4 Folder 0.5

Images 2-10 Box 4 Folder 1

Images 11-20 Box 4 Folder 2

Images 21-30 Box 4 Folder 3

Images 31-40 Box 4 Folder 4

Images 41, 49, 104. Box 4 Folder 5

Image #165. James and Eranthia Fotias. (1 8x10 contact
print + 1 8x10 negative)

Box 4 Folder 6

Images 85, 97, 126, 141 (blurry) Box 4 Folder 7

Utah State Historical Society Greek Images (2 sepia
colored) #142 Wedding; #143 Greektown

Box 4 Folder 8

Copy Photos found with envelop from Jane Addams Hull
House (Chicago) (2) 1982.483.1-2: #190 Lambros & Pilurs
Dairy Co. Truck; #191 Group of soldiers

Box 4 Folder 9

St. Nicholas Church, Boston (1) Box 4 Folder 10

Iconographic image of Mother and Christ Child (2) Box 4 Folder 11

Patdriha Being Women Sewing (1 4x6 print and 35 mm
negs.)

Box 4 Folder 12

Unidentified Photos (7) Box 4 Folder 13

Title/Description Instances

4x5 Color prints (3)

Images Nos. 194-196. Box 5 Folder 6

#195 group of 4 men, including Gerald Ford Box 5 Folder 6

Color Slide (1) Box 5 Folder 5
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Contact Prints (4x5) Contact prints for "Grand Rapids' Greek Heritage" /
compiled and edited by Paul N. Chardoul are primarily found in Boxes
5-6.

Title/Description Instances

Images 1-10 Box 5 Folder 1

Images 11-20 Box 5 Folder 2

Images 21-30 Box 5 Folder 3

Images 31-40 Box 5 Folder 4

Images 41-49. Note: Only two of these numbers used in
this book.

Box 5 Folder 5

Images 50-59 Box 6 Folder 1

Images 60-69 Box 6 Folder 2

Images 70-79 Box 6 Folder 3

Images 80-88 Box 6 Folder 4

Images 89-99 Buildings Box 7 Folder 1

Images 100-110 Box 7 Folder 2

Images 111-120 Box 7 Folder 3

Images 121-129 Weddings Box 7 Folder 4

Images [130 See Slides], 131-140 Box 7 Folder 5

Images 141-151 Box 7 Folder 6

Images 152-159 Buildings Box 7.5 Folder 1

Images 160-164, 166 Box 7.5 Folder 2

Images 172, 175, 186, 193, Box 7.5 Folder 3

Negatives, 4x5 / Negatives included here for image nos. 1-19, 21-22,
24-27, 29-49, 73-79, 81-113, 115-129, 131-139, 141, 143-147, 150-151, 155,
165-167, 169-186

Title/Description Instances

1-9, 27, 29, 34-41, 165 Box 8 Folder 1

42-47, 166-167 Box 8 Folder 2

10-19, 21, 24-26, 30-33, 48-49, 104, 22 Box 8 Folder 3

100-103, 105-113, 115-130, 175 Box 8 Folder 4

143-147m 150-151 Box 8 Folder 5

89-99, 155
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Box 8 Folder 6

50-72, 131, 136-138, 141, 186 Box 8 Folder 7

73-79, 81-88 Box 8 Folder 8

132-135, 139 Box 8 Folder 9

121-129 Box 8 Folder 10

178-185 Box 8 Folder 11

169-174, 167-177 Box 8 Folder 12

Moving Images
Title/Description Instances

16mm film Box 9

Hellenic Horizons Presentation Videocassettes, (1986-1990) Box 28

Posters
Title/Description Instances

Greek American Family : "Continuity Through Change"
is presented by Hellenic Horizons and the Grand Rapids
Public Museum, Sept. 19, 1982-Feb. 6, 1983. Autographed.
00.[159].1-2. Listed in 224 finding aid, but primarily
associated with this collection.

Box
FF.VIII.E

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series IV. Oral Histories
Interviews

1 Interview# 01 Christopoulos, Mrs (GH.01) 1 tape
2 Interview# 02 Afendoulis, George (GH.02) 2 tapes
3 Interview# 03 Orphan, Marion (GH.03) 1 tape
4 Interview# 04 Orphan, Bess and Orphan, George (GH.04) 1 tape
5 Interview# 05 Holy Trinity Greek Othodox Choir (GH.05) 1 tape
6 Interview# 06 Maholey (GH.06) 2 tapes
7 Interview# 07 Samoanis, Marianne and Samoanis, James (GH.07) 1 tape
8 Interview# 08 Bicentennial Biennial clergy, Laity Congress Young Adult Symposium (GH.08) 1

tape
9 Interview# 09 Shepards of Freedom Hellenic Professional Society of Illinois (GH.09) 1 tape
10 Interview# 10 Exhibition Meeting (GH.10) 6 tapes
11 Interview# 11 Afendoulis, Clark (GH.11) 2 tapes
12 Interview# 12 Afendoulis, Chris (GH.12) 1 tape
13 Interview# 13 Afendoulis, George (GH.13) 1 tape
14 Interview# 14 Afendoulis, Sam (GH.14) 1 tape
15 Interview# 15 Afendoulis, Tina (GH.15) 2 tapes
16 Interview# 16 Andrinidhes, Steve and Andrinidhes, Sally (GH.16) 2 tapes
17 Interview# 17 Arrigo, Bessie (GH.17) 1 tape
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18 Interview# 18 Bacalis, Steve (GH.18) 2 tapes
19 Interview# 19 Bogdon, Joan and Bogdon, James (GH.19) 1 tape
20 Interview# 20 Bogden, Mary and Bogden, Paul (GH.20) 2 tapes
21 Interview# 21 Cachicalis, Sophia (GH.21) 2 tapes
22 Interview# 22 Chardoul, Connie and Chardoul, Paul (GH.22) 1 tape
23 Interview# 23 Dallis, Constantine (GH.23) 2 tapes
24 Interview# 24 Demar, Alex and Zervoniti, Delia (GH.24) 2 tapes
25 Interview# 25 Demar, Alex (GH.25) 2 tapes
26 Interview# 26 Demar, Mrs (GH.26) 3 tapes
27 Interview# 27 Dimitriou, Angelo (GH.27) 2 tapes
28 Interview# 28 Dukis, Emma and Limber, Eleni (GH.28) 1 tape
29 Interview# 29 Fotias, Andreas (GH.29) 2 tapes
30 Interview# 30 Gounos, Sourmelou (GH.30) 2 tapes
31 Interview# 31 Gerogacakes, Dean (GH.31) 2 tapes
32 Interview# 32 Hampers, Vivian (GH.32) 2 tapes
33 Interview# 33 Hampers, Vivian (GH.33) 1 tape
34 Interview# 34 Hampers, Vivian (GH.34) 4 tapes
35 Interview# 35 Johnson, Helen (GH.35) 1 tape
36 Interview# 36 Jaffas, Athena (GH.36) 3 tapes
37 Interview# 37 Kachoutis, Angeline (GH.37) 1 tape
38 Interview# 38 Koukios, Gus (GH.38) 2 tapes
39 Interview# 39 Koukios, Sam and Koukios, Jeanette (GH.39) 1 tape
40 Interview# 40 Kouchoukas, Tom (GH.40) 1 tape
41 Interview# 41 Limber, Andy (GH.41) 1 tape
42 Interview# 42 Mitchell, Alex (GH.42) 1 tape
43 Interview# 43 Mitchell, Elaine (GH.43) 1 tape
44 Interview# 44 Monoyios, Terry (GH.44) 1 tape
45 Interview# 45 Nicholas, Sam James (GH.45) 2 tapes
46 Interview# 46 Panopoulos, Chrysoula (GH.46) 2 tapes
47 Interview# 47 Panopoulos, Christos and Panopoulos, Joan (GH.47) 1 tape
48 Interview# 48 Patsakos, Jane (GH.48) 2 tapes
49 Interview# 49 Patsakos, Peter (GH.49) 2 tapes
50 Interview# 50 Sampanis, Ted (GH.50) 1 tape
51 Interview# 51 Sampanis, Ted and Sampanis, Linda (GH.51) 2 tapes
52 Interview# 52 Skouras, Mary (GH.52) 1 tape
53 Interview# 53 Savara, Bill (GH.53) 1 tape
54 Interview# 54 Stavrou, E (GH.54) 1 tape
55 Interview# 55 Stavrou, Irene (GH.55) 1 tape
56 Interview# 56 Theodore, Johny (GH.56) 2 tapes
57 Interview# 57 Triant, Jim (GH.57) 2 tapes
58 Interview# 58 Vhahos, Spiro (GH.58) 1 tape
59 Interview# 59 Zarafonetis, Bill (GH.59) 1 tape
60 Interview# 60 Zarafonetis, George (GH.60) 1 tape
61 Interview# 61 Zarafonetis, James H. (GH.61) 1 tape
62 Interview# 62 Zarafonetis, Sharon (GH.62) 1 tape
63 Interview# 63 Zazoupoulis, Mrs (GH.63) 1 tape
64 Interview# 65 Raponos, Alexander and Raponos, Nicoletta (GH.65) 2 tapes

Title/Description Instances

Master Tapes, Interview Nos. 1-11 Box 10

Master Tapes, Interview Nos. 12-21 Box 11

Master Tapes, Interview Nos. 22-30 Box 12

Master Tapes, Interview Nos. 31-39
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Box 13

Master Tapes, Interview Nos. 40-51 Box 14

Master Tapes, Interview Nos. 52-63, 65 Box 15

User Tapes, Interview Nos. 1-11 Box 16

User Tapes, Interview Nos. 12-21 Box 17

User Tapes, Interview Nos. 22-30 Box 18

User Tapes, Interview Nos. 31-39 Box 19

User Tapes, Interview Nos. 40-51 Box 20

User Tapes, Interview Nos. 52-63, 65 Box 21

Master Tapes, Non-oral Histories 1986.447 Box 22

User Tapes, Non-oral Histories 1986.447 Box 23

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series V. Supplemental References
Scope and Contents

Those reference materials on Greek history and history in general, collected and used during the exhibit
project, are found in the series above. This section contains new general reference information on Greeks
in American, from one of the former participants in the project.

Articles by Steve Frangos on Greek American heritage.
Title/Description Instances

Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora. Offprints. (2) Box 3

Internet articles. 2006.029; Added Apr. 13, 2006 Box 3

^ Return to Table of Contents
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